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Special Provision for Temporary Erosion Control

July 26, 2002

This special provision was developed by the Illinois Highway Development
Council to add another material option for temporary ditch checks.  It should
be inserted into all contracts involving temporary erosion control.

The districts should include the BDE Check Sheet marked with the applicable
special provisions for the November 8, 2002 and subsequent lettings.  The
Project Development and Implementation Section will include the paper copy
in the contract.

This special provision will available on the transfer directory July 26, 2002.
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TEMPORARY EROSION CONTROL (BDE)

Effective:  November 1, 2002

Revise the fifth sentence of the third paragraph of Article 280.04(a) of the Standard
Specifications to read:

“This work may be constructed of hay or straw bales, extruded UV resistant high density
polyethylene panels, erosion control blanket, mulch barrier, aggregate barriers,
excavation, seeding, or mulch used separately or in combination, as approved, by the
Engineer.”

Add the following paragraphs after the fifth paragraph of Article 280.04(a) of the Standard
Specifications.

“A ditch check constructed of extruded, UV resistant, high density polyethylene panels,
“M” pins and erosion control blanket shall consist of the following materials:

Extruded, UV resistant, high density polyethylene panels shall have a minimum height of
250 mm (10 in.) and minimum length of 1.0 m (39.4 in.).  The panels shall have a
51 mm (2 in.) lip along the bottom of the panel.  Each panel shall have a single rib
thickness of 4 mm (5/32 in.) with a 12 mm (1/2 in.) distance between the ribs.  The
panels shall have an average apparent opening size equal to 4.75 mm (No. 4) sieve,
with an average of 30 percent open area.  The tensile strength of each panel shall be
26.27 kN/m (1800 lb/ft) in the machine direction and 7.3 kN/m (500 lb/ft) in the
transverse direction when tested according to ASTM D 4595.

“M” pins shall be at least 76 mm (3 in.) by 686 mm (27 in.), constructed out of deformed
grade C1008 D3.5 rod (0.211 in. diameter).  The rod shall have a minimum tensile
strength of 55 MPa (8000 psi).

Erosion control blanket shall conform to Article 251.04.

A section of erosion control blanket shall be placed transverse to the flowline direction of
the ditch prior to the construction of the polyethylene ditch check.  The length of the
section shall extend from the top of one side of the ditch to the top of the opposite side
of the ditch, while the width of the section shall be one roll width of the blanket.  The
upstream edge of the erosion control blanket shall be secured in a 100 mm (4 in.)
trench.  The blanket shall be secured in the trench with 200 mm (8 in.) staples placed at
300 mm (1 ft) intervals along the edge before the trench is backfilled.  Once the
upstream edge of the blanket is secured, the downstream edge shall be secured with
200 mm (8 in.) staples placed at 300 mm (1 ft) intervals along the edge.  The
polyethylene ditch check shall be installed in the middle of the erosion control blanket,
with the lip of each panel facing outward.



The ditch check shall consist of two panels placed back to back forming a single row.
Placement of the first two panels shall be at the toe of the backslope or sideslope, with
the panels extending across the bottom of the ditch.  Subsequent panels shall extend
both across the bottom of the ditch and up the opposite sideslope, as well as up the
original backslope or sideslope at the distance determined by the Engineer.

The M pins shall be driven through the panel lips to secure the panels to the ground.  M
pins shall be installed in the center of the panels with adjacent panels overlapping the
ends a minimum of 50 mm (2 in.).  The  pins shall be placed through both sets of panels
at each overlap.  They shall be installed at an interval of three M pins per one meter
(39 in.) length of ditch check.  The panels shall be wedged into the M pins at the top to
ensure firm contact between the entire bottom of the panels and the soil.”
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